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1. INTRODUCTION:
In this paper we will argue that the present period of rapidly increasing environmental
complexity and interdependence tends to increase feelings of insecurity caused by a
lack of environment mastery, in both the developed Western world and the largely
underdeveloped Muslim world. This will be the case especially in the less educated
parts of the population, where it will stimulate an upsurge of religion, especially its
fundamentalist versions. In my last few papers I have dealt, directly or indirectly, with
the overwhelming political and economic1 reasons for the war on terror 2 and the
leading role of the US in that war 3, in this paper attention will therefore be directed to
these religious aspects, both on the Muslim side and on the US-Christian side, and to
the functions of religion as such in the 21st-century world.
For a thorough understanding of the following, nearly all you might ever want to know
about terrorism from the Muslim side can be found by thoroughly looking at the
PowerPoint presentations – and if you are interested in the subject also the papers of the participants in a 2004 Suicide Terrorism Conference in Washington. 4 A recent
MIT study complements these findings.5 The main points of these presentations will
be discussed later. Terrorism from the Western side is somewhat harder to
understand since we ourselves are at issue here.
It is a truism that the present-day world is more than ever before characterized by
increasing and often inter-correlated differences: the poor vs. the rich, the left-wing
progressives vs. the right-wing conservatives, the educated vs. the non-educated,
the religious vs. the non-religious, the Judeo-Christian world against the Muslim one,
the exploiters vs. the exploited, etc.
To some extent, these differences have always been there, but in the sound bite
world of instant TV coverage – which, amazingly, the poor often also have! – they
often become painfully visible. Not only can we have our guilt trip by seeing people
dying by the thousands on the side of the road through hunger, war or persecution,
but they too can see how the affluent part of the Western world lives, and form
themselves a generally exaggerated image of it which leads to jealousy. What better

anticipatory socialization could an aspiring al-Qaeda terrorist have? And there are
many more of them than there are volunteers for the US army.
The above could be seen as a rough description of the tensions between the
Western (Christian, Jewish or atheist) world and the Muslim world, but the existing
tensions and contradictions within each of these worlds are at least as problematic:
- One reason why much of the Muslim world is such a good recruiting ground for alQaeda – apart from the fact that the US attacked two Muslim countries - is that,
through the lack of countervailing forces, capitalist exploitation – also by local elites! is worse there than anywhere in the Western world. 6These local elites try to protect
themselves against possible revolution by often actively directing discontent towards
the West and especially towards the US.
- Especially in the US there is another contradiction: while it is one of the richest and
technologically most developed nations in the Western world, and certainly the most
powerful, and while it also (still) excels in virtually every aspect of science or culture,
from nuclear physics to ballet, the population as a whole scores relatively low on
education and religious sophistication, and in that sense is more comparable than
visible at a superficial glance to many of the Muslim countries that are its adversaries
in the war on terror. There is a considerable minority, especially in the so-called
(Christian) Bible Belt, where fundamentalism leads to a literal belief in the Bible,
coupled with a low tolerance of ambiguity 7, and becomes manifest in the "Intelligent
Design" hypothesis 8, a successor to the concept of creationism 9 which is assumed
to be an answer to evolution theory. While the US certainly still produces top-level
science, there is a frightening growth of a deeply rooted and irrational anti-science
attitude, especially among the Christian Right 10, as evidenced, for example, by their
resistance against stem cell research.11
Freud published his “The Future of an IIlusion” 12 already in 1928. His thesis there is
that religion fulfils deeply engrained childish insecurities that are hard to eradicated,
and he therefore assumes that the illusions inherent in religion will indeed continue:
- A refusal to believe that everything ends with individual death leads to the illogical
question "what would then have been the meaning of life". 13
- The belief in an afterlife, nowadays decreasing in the Western world, is a strong
reinforcement for Muslim suicide terrorists in view of the expected sexual rewards, as
one of the by now famous Danish cartoons demonstrates
2. RELIGION AND THE WAR ON TERROR
Most wars are fought for territory and/or access to raw materials, often with ideology
and/or religion thrown in as an additional motive. However, purely religious wars
have been relatively rare since the 1600s. The last more or less purely religious wars
were the wars of Islamic expansion beginning in the 7th Century, the Crusades
starting in the 11th Century and the Reformation wars beginning in the 16th
Century,14 when religion was forced to start its retreat in the face of accumulating
scientific discoveries about the world around us. 15
Of course, the war on terror is also primarily a war for raw materials, in this case
mainly oil, but apart from being packaged as a struggle for democracy – a modern
post-colonialist version of “civilizing the natives”! – it has been given a religious tone
already in the beginning when president 16 Bush 17 unluckily announced it as a
“crusade”. This was not a slip of the tongue; as an article in the Guardian claims, but

the president got his orders to do something about Iraq and Afghanistan directly
from God 18, although this was obviously firmly denied by the White House 19. In the
21st century, such hallucinations should lead to immediate impeachment. A fellowTexan, psychologist Doug Soderstrom 20, considers the US at the moment “the
biggest bully on the block” and illustrates this as follows:
“So, the next time you have a chance, listen to George Bush. Listen to Dick Cheney. Listen to Donald
Rumsfeld. Listen to what they have to say, and how they say it. Look at how they position their
bodies... so straight and tall. Pugnacious profiles. Self-righteous men, hardened to the core, and, no
doubt, pious to a tee. Take a look at their faces; the smugness of their smile. And then…… never
forget that power corrupts, and that absolute power corrupts absolutely, and that pride, without fail,
always cometh before the fall! “

As to the effects of the war on the Iraqi population, it is certainly worth while to look at
several blogs on Iraq 21, which often give a better impression than can be gained
from the daily news. There are different estimates about the number of dead in the
civilian population 22. While the US may have had for a long time an isolationist
image, reality is different: the actual number of military interventions in foreign
countries since 1798 has been an astounding 185 23, not including both world wars.
One of these, by the way, resulted in an agreement signed already February 7, 1901
to cede Cuban territory at Guantánamo to construct a naval base 24, where detainees
are often held without process. 25 One century later, this base is apparently used,
together with others in Europe, Iraq (Abu Ghraib 26) and Afghanistan (Baghram) for
what is described euphemistically with terms like “outsourcing of torture” 27, 28
“extraordinary renditions”, “ghost detainees”, etc. Therefore, in that sense, the wars
in Afghanistan and Iraq are nothing new; and even the fact that the US Press is doing
nothing to “challenge the lies of this war” 29 is old hat, as is the conclusion that the US
press to a large extent is not a free press anymore. 30
2.1 On the US side: “Onward Christian soldiers” – The infiltration of the
Republican Party and the American government by the Christian right:
What indeed is new and very worrying in what is the most powerful military nation on
earth is the increasing importance of the religious element in the present war on
terror, and more precisely the growing influence of the fundamentalist Christian right
in the US, as documented amongst others by an October 2005 public opinion poll 31,
which concluded that 22% of all Americans consider themselves to be
Fundamentalist, Evangelical or Charismatic Christians. Perhaps, half a century after
president Eisenhower coined the term “military-industrial complex”, this potentially
explosive mixture should be called the “military-religious complex”.
Apart from president Bush, who was re-elected to a large extent by that Christian
right, belongs to it himself, and actively promotes its interests, the present US
government as a whole is explicitly influenced by the extremely conservative bias of
a considerable portion of the electorate, which feels itself under attack in a
secularizing (though for European standards still extremely religious) society which
they do not feel at home in anymore. Actually, in reality it is the Christian right that is
vehemently on the attack 32 against virtually all aspects of modernity 33, including sex
education 34, and advances in science 35. It tries to promote a Christian 36 nationalism
37
to attack the secular state 38, and it is threatening the US Constitution in different
ways.39 Perhaps the US should emulate the excellent Turkish solution: a military
government which takes power in cases of threat against the secular constitution, but

only after due warnings, and then voluntarily steps down again when the threat to the
secular basis of the state has been removed.40 Perhaps a suggestion for the US
Army!?
Incredibly, without even have proven that people do have souls, Bible Belt Christians
are trying to save Muslim souls in Iraq 41:
“American Christian missionaries have declared a "war for souls" in Iraq, telling supporters that the
formal end of the US-led occupation next June (2004, FG) will close an historic "window of
opportunity". Organising in secrecy, and emphasising their humanitarian aid work, Christian groups
are pouring into the country, which is 97 per cent Muslim, bearing Arabic Bibles, videos and religious
tracts designed to "save" Muslims from their "false" religion.”

Moreover, they have promoted the emergence of an Islamic theocracy in Iraq. 42
The aggressive activities of the Christian right 43 can indeed be compared with the
agitprop (i.e., agitation and propaganda) activities of the Communist parties in the
last century, and also with the infiltration tactics of the Nazis in the latter days of the
Weimar Republic.44 The core idea is to obtain power by devious means 45, i.e., by
using stealth tactics, and once obtained subject all of society to that power – i.e.,
produce a Christian Republic of the USA as opposed to the Islamic Republic of Iran –
and then do the Crusades all over again, but this time with an arsenal of atomic
weaponry.
The Republican Party has already been infiltrated and largely taken over by
Christian fundamentalists.46,47, while many of them have or are specifically trained to
have government functions 48, - or influence people who have government functions
49
. A ludicrous example is NASA, “where a 24-year-old college dropout was until
recently in a position to order senior officials to make references to the Big Bang
compatible with the possibility of 'intelligent design.' 50 Another example is formed by
the Centers for Disease Control, which classifies all fertile women as "pre-pregnant"
51
. One such infiltrating agitprop organization is the Council for National Policy, a
highly secretive organization described by the Times as consisting of “a few hundred
of the most powerful conservatives in the country” who meet “behind closed doors at
undisclosed locations…to strategize about how to turn the country to the right.” 52
Perhaps dominionism 53 is the clearest expression of the Christian right. The
Wikipedia defines it as "a term used to describe a trend in Protestant Christian
evangelicalism and fundamentalism, primarily though not exclusively in the United
States, that seeks to establish specific political policies based on religious beliefs".
Even a former Republican strategist and prolific writer 54, Kevin Phillips, who worked
on the Nixon campaign 55 in the 1960s, warns against this tendency in his recent
book American Theocracy 56. It is not only the Republican Party on which the
Christian right concentrates its efforts at infiltration, but also for example the public
school system where efforts are made to introduce Bible classes disguised as
literature or history courses 57. Generally, special prerogatives are asked for by the
Christian right under the common denominator "faith-based initiatives".58 President
Bush has given billions (!) in subsidies to such faith-based initiatives.59 A lawyer who
originally was originally in favour of special treatment for faith-based groups, has
recently published a book reversing her position. 60Moreover, the title of this
paragraph "Onward Christian soldiers" also holds literally true for the Christocrats in

the US air force 61, which - after complaints of Americans United for Separation of
Church and State 62 of official preference toward evangelical Christianity at the Air
Force Academy - drew up draft guidelines in June 2005
"The guidelines, called “Revised Interim Guidelines Concerning Free Exercise Of Religion In The Air
Force,” significantly backtracks from those the Air Force issued last year following an investigation into
allegations of heavy-handed forms of proselytization [by Evangelical Christians] at the Air Force
Academy in Colorado Springs, Colo.63

However, on June 11, 2006 the House approved, voting 396 to 31, a defense
authorization bill to the tune of 513 billion dollars 64, which overrides the earlier Navy
and Air Force regulations for non-sectarian prayer at official ceremonies. 65 In other
words: Allah and Jahweh will not further participate in the war on terror.
The "Campaign to defend the Constitution" operates a useful website 66, which
documents attacks on the separation between church and state to prevent it from
becoming a theocracy. However, that is precisely what is being exported to Iraq,
instead of democracy. 67
2.2 Resistance in the US against infiltration by the Christian right:
Resistance against the Christian right (Christian Coalition 68, founded in 1989 by
televangelist Pat Robertson; Focus on the Family 69; Family Research Council 70;
Phyllis Schlafly’s Eagle Forum 71 to name but a few) is slowly growing.
Up till now, it comes mainly from three groups:
1) Other religions, mainly Jews 72 - understandably so as they often function as the
proverbial canary in the coal mine and are often the first to warn about the first whiffs
of discrimination, even though in this case it is not a matter of discrimination against
other religions, but rather a matter of pushing one's own religion down everyone
else's throats; and to a lesser extent from Catholics 73. Although conservative
Catholics share some positions with the Christian right (abortion), they are more
liberal and are generally in line with the position of the American Bishops Conference
in several respects (re social welfare, death penalty, nuclear weapons, and
homosexuality 74 ).
There is definitely some unease among American Jews and many others about the
aggressive activities of the Christian right. 75 It is worth while in that respect to
thoroughly reconnoiter the “jewsonfirst” website mentioned above: attacks of the
Christian right on church-state separation, attacks on gay and lesbian civil rights, on
the neutrality of public education 76, on sex education, on abortion 77, (by promoting
government-subsidized and fake “pregnancy crisis centers”, attacks on foreign aid
(HIV subsidies only for promoting abstinence, while slashing subsidies for condoms!),
on evolution by promoting Intelligent Design, cultural intimidation by the religious
right, etc.:
“Bullying minorities into accepting public display of Christianity is not "unconstitutional". But it is definitely chilling,
especially to Jews who hear in the triumphalism of the religious right echoes of Nazi street thuggery.”

Also, many American Jews and even Israelis feel uneasy about the support given to
Israel by the Christian fundamentalists – sometimes even acting in collusion with the
worst elements on both sides: the Israeli mafia and Texas oil interests 78. However,
the national director of the Jewish Anti-Defamation League does not feel

embarrassed by evangelical support
Israel;

79

, and argues why it is on balance good for

2) Homosexuals, who in the opinion of the Christian right commit the most heinous
crime imaginable 80. They view Sweden as an overly tolerant and decadent society,
and describe the king of Sweden and his family in language not exactly befitting
Christians (DO see endnote 39!) . A very interesting website 81 documents the antigay pronouncements of some well-known Christian right TV preachers like Pat
Robertson and Jerry Falwell and others - who should definitely feel at home in Iran
where homosexuality carries the death penalty 82. Another part of this "hate crime"
website 83 compares Nazi anti-Semitic speech and religious right anti-gay speech on
fifteen dimensions. Same-sex marriages are now possible in many Western countries
84
, including South-Africa from December 2006 onward, and in the state of
Massachusetts, but encounter string resistance in most other states 85: "It was
Adam and Eve, not Adam and Steve!" Louisiana, for example, has a noexceptions abortion law, where even after rape or incest abortion is criminalized.
However, a Federal Marriage Amendment that would define marriage as a union
between one man and one woman was narrowly defeated in the senate. 86 In the
Muslim world, homosexuality is of course legally impossible.87 The Christian right is
definitely homophobic, as the JewsonFirst website demonstrates with an extensive
collection of links to the national press. 88
3) and most forcefully from atheists 89, a large part of whose criticism is obviously
directed against religion per se, although often specifically against the Christian right.
Atheists are often perceived (wrongly) as a threat to “the American way of life”, are
thought to be more criminal - though the percentage of atheists in prison is lower
than in the general population – but turn out to be more often against torture than the
general population. 90 According to Austin Cline, the Christian right is more
characterized by what it is against than by what it is in favor of: it is anti-science91,
anti-secularism, anti-feminism, anti-liberty, anti-pluralism, anti-sex, antienlightenment, anti-democratic, and most of all it is anti-modernity.92 Its anti-sex
attitudes are apparent in its uptight attitudes on abortion 93
2. 3 The Muslim side of the war on terror:
Since the start of the war on terror after the attack on the World Trade Center,
Muslims 94 and Muslim nations enjoy the undivided attention of the neocon (a
generally used shorthand for neo-conservative) circles in the US. With the end of the
Cold War, a new external enemy was needed, and the stage was set for a vigorous
military response to any other external threats, in view of the neocon need for an
"American Century" 95. Bacevich 96, for example, himself a West Point graduate,
feels that:
"while neoconservatism has many facets, [….], its influence on defense affairs has been to support
intellectually the new American militarism."

He also argues that:
"the military and the evangelical right began to share common viewpoints, notably on “traditional
values” and common themes of patriotism and America’s role in the world. The religious outlook of the
officer corps, previously restrained Episcopalianism, tilted toward evangelical Christianity, and the
makeup of the Chaplains’ Corps followed suit."

All this tells more about the US side of the war on terror than about the Muslim side,
which was demonized by a neocon government that played on the xenophobic fears
of an American public 97, already singularly uninformed about what goes on in the
rest of the world. 98 However, on the Muslim side, in spite of and apart from
fundamentalist fanaticism, there seems to be more religious tolerance than the
Western media lead us to believe, with their propaganda terms like "the axis of evil"in contrast to Ronald Reagan’s still purely communist "evil empire" 99 now largely
consisting of Muslim nations, with the exception of North Korea.
With Khadaffi getting old and tired 100 at the time of writing this, Iran seems one of the
few Muslim states more or less officially sponsoring state terrorism 101, and doing so
at least in part from an Islamic viewpoint. Moreover, its president has hardly made
himself popular by insisting on his rather contradictory message that on the one hand
Iran has a right to develop its own nuclear technology for peaceful purposes only,
while on the other hand Israel should be wiped off the map 102 - the first time an UN
member has suggested this about another UN member. Nevertheless, in this case as
well, the Iranian situation may have been exaggerated in the Western media, as
former ISA president Immanuel Wallerstein maintains 103:
"Why would not the balance of terror operate equally well in the Middle East? Why would not the
possession by Iran of nuclear weapons be an element in pacifying the Middle East rather than the
reverse? The only answer offered is that the Iranian government is not sufficiently "rational" to abstain
from using the bomb. But this is clearly nonsense - racist nonsense, one should add. The present
Iranian regime is at least as politically sophisticated as the Bush regime, and is a lot less vocally
militarist."

In an as usual well-informed article in the New Yorker, Seymour Hersh basically
agrees with Wallerstein, and discusses the risks of an aggressive policy towards Iran
104
, as does former presidential adviser Zbigniew Brzezinski105. This policy already
seems to be under way106, with a decision to promote regime change already
taken107, and with covert operations presently going on inside Iran, and with the
nuclear option certainly not excluded. According to one of Hersh's informants,
"Under Ahmadinejad, the Revolutionary Guards have expanded their power base throughout the
Iranian bureaucracy; by the end of January, they had replaced thousands of civil servants with their
own members. One former senior United Nations official, who has extensive experience with Iran,
depicted the turnover as “a white coup,” with ominous implications for the West. “Professionals in the
Foreign Ministry are out; others are waiting to be kicked out,” he said."

While this possibly forthcoming coup at first sight looks a bit like a relatively peaceful
alternative to the "night of the long knives" in Nazi Germany 108, such a complete
restructuring of the Iranian bureaucracy definitely may have ominous implications.
Certainly so when Ahmadinejad will feel really threatened by the aggressive
posturing of the American Satan 109, as he seems to be, having started construction
on a third nuclear centre with a capacity of up to 155.000 centrifuges. 110 Iranian
counter-measures are apparently already in preparation: The Guardian mentions that
a so-called independent two year old group, with 52.000 recruits, the Committee for
the Commemoration of Martyrs of the Global Islamic Campaign 111, linked to
the Iranian Revolutionary Guards, is now recruiting members especially in
Britain. They are given a choice of attacking "the Quds (=Jerusalem)
occupiers" [Israel], the British author Salman Rushdie, or "the occupiers of
Islamic lands", i.e., the US and Britain. Iran is financing terrorists to hit

Americans in Iraq as well as Israeli civilians. 112 As an aside, one may wonder
why non-Arab Iran is and always has been almost more vehemently anti-Israel
than any Arab country. Perhaps president Ahmadinejad is all the more
infuriated because both Israel's president (Katsav) and until recently also its
minister of defence (Mofaz) happen to be Iranian-born.
However , as Irshad Manji 113 argues 114, Ahmadinejad is not pathologically sick, as
Elie Wiesel claims, but his behaviour is “entirely rational from the perspective of a
religious fanatic”. As a Shia Muslim, he eagerly awaits the return of the “hidden
imam”, just like the Evangelical Christians, including president Bush, are waiting for
Armageddon, and 40% of the Israeli religious settlers in the West Bank and Gaza
strip have a similar “belief in a divinely ordained mission to inhabit the land.” 115 Now
that Ahmadinejad has taken the initiative 116 to write Bush 117 we can only hope for
the start of a fascinating theological correspondence between the two presidents,
and hope – to paraphrase the ending of the well-known cult movie “Casablanca” –
that this will be the beginning of a beautiful friendship. Where are the good old days
when presidents engaged in naked power politics? Nevertheless, conservative
columnist Charles Krauthammer118 advises the US government not to fall into the
trap offered by Iran’s president, and reverse longstanding Iran policy, in spite of the
fact that the US has a decreasing number of foreign policy options with rising oil
prices.119
Of course, while Iran may be the only country supporting terror so openly,
individuals in many other Muslim countries also give financial support,
especially to the war against Israel, and like Iran subsidize the P L O ,
Hezbollah, Hamas and Islamic Jihad. 120 This money enables the poor souls
who are indeed pathologically sick to end their lives in a totally useless and
even counter-productive suicide. Bradley Burston 121 argues: 1) suicide
bombings have had a catastrophic effect on the Palestinian national
movement; 2) the shahid bomber has soiled the name of Allah and of
Palestine, “draining the Palestinian people of the abundant reservoir of international
good will that their cause and their plight enjoyed for decades”; 3) The shahid
bomber plays into the hands of his worst enemies: the settlers and the Jewish hard
right; 4) but it is a moral booster for the folks back home. In an earlier article 122,
Burston lashes out rather effectively at Ahmadinejad’s remarks about Israel, and at
Hamas. The Israeli-Palestinian conflict will most probably remain very messy for quite
some time 123 , certainly as long as suicide bombing continues 124 after the recent
victory of Hamas which strives for another Islamic state, incorporating all of Israel as
its maps show 125, and provides different information to the west than to the other
Arab states.126 However, the Hamas government consists of a highly educated crew
127
, most of them with university degrees. The Iran-subsidized Islamic Jihad has
several websites, operating from Iran and the US. 128
As is well-known, the "cartoon controversy" 129 sparked vehement and rather
hysterical protests all over the Muslim world in general - and caused well over
100 deaths and more than 800 wounded 130 - after publication of mildly
critical cartoons of Mohammed in a Danish newspaper. 131 Just depicting the

prophet is already sacrilege, let alone criticizing him, although much of the
Arab press is still full of the most obscene anti-Semitism 132, even in relatively
friendly Jordan.133 In this respect those involved in the cartoon riots certainly
have double standards, and should perhaps develop a somewhat thicker skin.
Also the Danish cartoons led to an often rather tasteless "anti-Semitic
cartoon contest" in the Iranian newspaper Hamshari 134, to which a group of
Israeli cartoonists reacted with another anti-Semitic cartoons contest, only
open to Jews, at least equally sharp and often very good, though often also
like the Iranians in bad taste. 135 As one of the organizers said:
"…we can do the best, sharpest, most offensive Jew hating cartoons ever published! "No Iranian will
beat us on our home turf!"

As we stated at the very beginning of this paper: "… we will argue that the present
period of rapidly increasing environmental complexity and interdependence tends to
increase feelings of insecurity and a lack of environment mastery 136, in both the
developed Western world and the largely underdeveloped Muslim world."
This seems to be the root cause that is driving both sides in the war on terror. It
remains a moot point who started it, certainly if one is not fixated on the attack on the
WTC, but takes decades of Third World exploitation in to account. The Muslim world
is still afflicted with the lingering anti-Western resentments of the exploited excolonial world (not to speak of the Crusades) and partly as a result of that is still
underdeveloped, poor, and under-educated, 137 and therefore feels bewildered in an
environment it has not made. The Western world, on the other hand, is now also
driven on the defensive, and suddenly has to arm itself against a diffuse, elusive and
fanatical enemy that can hardly be pinpointed. Things were simpler and easier in the
good old days of the Soviet Union, when there was the safety of MAD (Mutually
Assured Destruction). Clearly, these two tendencies reinforce each other, and lead to
exaggerated theories like Huntington's "clash of civilizations" 138, which then may
tend to become self-fulfilling prophecies.
3. THE EUFUNCTIONS AND DYSFUNCTIONS OF (MONOTHEISTIC) RELIGION
IN THE 21ST CENTURY
3.1 Introduction:
This brings us to a more serious point: to what extent has at least a large part of
formerly functional religion become dysfunctional in the present-day hyper-complex
environment? 139
Advances in (both social and natural) science and knowledge have on the one hand
increasingly reduced the feelings of insecurity that were often a root cause of
religious beliefs, and have led to an increased sense of environment mastery that
contributed to secularization. On the other hand, increased mastery of one’s microenvironment (progress qua medical facilities, insurance against natural disasters,
international communication, etc.) has led many to the realization that there is a
much larger macro-environment – for many visible only for the first time through the
ICT revolution - which one cannot influence?

And to what extent is religion even actively fueling disagreements in a globalized
world between groups that have opposite economic interests, and is it hiding the
economic causes of these disagreements, thus making it more difficult to even
discuss them, let alone solve them? Both for a simple Muslim in Wajiristan, or an
almost as simple Christian in America’s Bible Belt, it is often easier to suggest simple
religious solutions than to discuss the complexities of economic and political
interactions in a globalized world.
In line with the title of this paper, we feel that much of the content of the world’s
mainstream religions needs to be modernized, and denuded of its sometimes
patently irrational elements in order to be at least a little more applicable to modern
times. However, before giving the impression here that the irrationality of religion is
the only root of all evil, and that atheism is the only solution, it should be stressed
here - although that merits another paper - that this seemingly rational world of ours
is still full with the most absurd nonsense, from venerable semi-“sciences” like
astrology, to spiritism (which implies life after death). 140
Sub 2.2 we have mentioned that, in response to the activities of the Christian right in
the US, different atheist organizations and websites have emerged or expanded their
activities there (mentioned in endnote 79) Most influential of these has probably
been Sam Harris, with his “Atheist Manifesto” 141, and his earlier book, “The end of
faith” 142. In the following, we will quote him extensively, as he summarizes very well
what many other authors say in a more roundabout way.
Harris defines atheism not as a philosophy, not even as a view of the world, but
simply as a refusal to deny the obvious. The word “atheism” should not even exist, as
there are no non-astrologers and non-alchemists. In the US 260 million Americans
(87% of the population) claim to “never doubt the existence of God”. Harris thinks
they should be obliged to present evidence for his existence, and for his benevolence
as well, in view of “the relentless destruction of human beings we witness in the
world each day”.
Belief in God’s existence is actually necessary for seeking public office in the US,
with the result that “public policy in our country conforms to religious taboos and
superstitions appropriate to a medieval theocracy”. Harris mentions a Washington
Post poll which mentions that 80% of Katrina’s survivors claim that the event has
only strengthened their faith in God. His reaction:
“Only the atheist recognizes the boundless narcissism and self-deceit of the saved. Only the atheist
realizes how morally objectionable it is for survivors of a catastrophe to believe themselves spared by
a loving God while this same God drowned infants in their cribs.”

The same goes, mutatis mutandis, for the Holocaust 143, the genocide in Rwanda 144,
and ”lesser” disasters.
This leads to the problem of theodicy, which Harris considers solved: 145 he
adheres to the other solution, i.e. that the biblical God is a fiction, and stresses
that we are all atheists with respect to Zeus and Thor. Harris considers atheism

“… a moral and intellectual necessity. It is a necessity, however, that places the atheist at the
margins of society. The atheist, by merely being in touch with reality, appears shamefully out of
touch with the fantasy life of his neighbors.“

Harris mentions that according to several recent polls:
“22% of Americans are certain that Jesus will return to Earth sometime in the next 50 years. Another
22% believe that he will probably do so. This is likely the same 44% who go to church once a week or
more, who believe that God literally promised the land of Israel to the Jews and who want to stop
teaching our children about the biological fact 146 of evolution. “

As stated earlier, President Bush is fully aware of the importance of this voting bloc,
and therefore “their views and prejudices now influence almost every decision of
national importance”. The numbers from recent public opinion polls are rather
frightening:
”More than 50% of Americans have a “negative” or “highly negative” view of people who do not believe
in God; 70% think it important for presidential candidates to be ‘strongly religious’…. Only 28% of
Americans believe in evolution (!); 68% believe in Satan (!)"

I cannot but fully agree with the conclusion: “Ignorance in this degree,
concentrated in both the head and belly of a lumbering superpower, is now a
problem for the entire world.”
Harris admits it is easy enough to criticize religious fundamentalism, but he is even
more critical of religious moderation:
“While fundamentalists justify their religious beliefs with extraordinarily poor evidence and arguments,
they at least make an attempt at rational justification. Moderates, on the other hand, generally do
nothing more than cite the good consequences of religious belief. Rather than say that they believe in
God because certain biblical prophecies have come true, moderates will say that they believe in God
because this belief “gives their lives meaning.” Fundamentalists, on the other hand, tend to consider
the tsunami in New Orleans, the attack on the World Trade Center and similar catastrophes as
“another oblique message about the evils of abortion, idolatry and homosexuality” 147
“Faith is nothing more than the license religious people give themselves to keep believing when
reasons fail. In a world that has been shattered by mutually incompatible religious beliefs, in a
nation that is growing increasingly beholden to Iron Age conceptions of God, the end of history and
the immortality of the soul, this lazy partitioning of our discourse into matters of reason and matters
of faith is now unconscionable. “

Harris ridicules the concept of a “God gene” 148, and quotes instead the Human
Development Report (2005) 149 which tends to support his thesis that the least
religious societies 150 are also the healthiest, according to criteria like:
“life expectancy, adult literacy, per capita income, educational attainment, gender equality, homicide
rate and infant mortality. Conversely, the 50 nations now ranked lowest in terms of human
development are unwaveringly religious.“ 151
“The United States is unique among wealthy democracies in its level of religious literalism and
opposition to evolutionary theory; it is also uniquely beleaguered 152 by high rates of homicide,
abortion, teen pregnancy, STD infection and infant mortality. The same comparison holds true within
the United States itself: Southern and Midwestern states, characterized by the highest levels of
religious superstition and hostility to evolutionary theory, are especially plagued by the above
indicators of societal dysfunction, while the comparatively secular states of the Northeast conform to
European norms.”

Harris argues that “the dubious link between Christian literalism and Christian values
is also belied by other indices of charity”, and mentions in this respect:
1) that countries with high levels of atheism give more foreign aid than the US 153,
with the US often at or near the bottom of the list compared to the generally much
less religious European countries;
2) that the salary ratio between top-tier CEO’s and their average employee ranges
from 24:1 (UK), 15:1 (France), 13:1 (Sweden) in Europe, while it is an astounding
475:1 in the US. 154
Zuckerman presents an excellent overview of contemporary rates and patterns of
atheism, often based on a comparison of different research projects and opinion polls
per country, in the forthcoming Cambridge Companion to Atheism 155. He
distinguishes “organic atheism” from “coercive atheism” (most of the (ex-)
Communist countries). Countries with coercive atheism are often:
“marked by all that comes with totalitarianism: poor economic development, intellectual censorship,
widespread corruption, ubiquitous depression, etc. However, nations marked by high levels of organic
atheism – such as Sweden, the Netherlands, and France -- are among the healthiest, wealthiest, most
educated, and most free societies on earth.”

Apart from the fact that the least religious societies score high on life expectancy,
adult literacy, per capita income, educational attainment, gender equality, homicide
rate and infant mortality – as mentioned above – they also have the lowest youth
illiteracy rates, and are most accepting of gender equality as demonstrated by a high
percentage of female members of parliament. Zuckerman stresses:
“…that I am in no way arguing that high levels of organic atheism cause societal health or that low
levels of organic atheism cause societal ills such as poverty or illiteracy. If anything, the opposite
argument should be made: societal health causes widespread atheism, and societal insecurity
causes widespread belief in God”.

Zuckerman rejects the argument brought forward by many cognitive
neuropsychologists and academic theists that belief in God is biologically natural or
neurologically based 156.
3.2 Religion and violence
According to Harris, “One of the greatest challenges facing civilization in the 21st
century is for human beings to learn to speak about their deepest personal
concerns—about ethics, spiritual experience and the inevitability of human
suffering—in ways that are not flagrantly irrational.” He maintains that “religious faith
promotes human violence to an astonishing degree, and indeed, many wars are
going on at this moment that certainly have a strong religious component 157, “ It
does so in two ways: 1) for some, by the psychopathic imagination that God wants
you to engage in violence – and will reward you for it with an eternal life - plus 72
virgins, as in jihadist violence; 2) for many, because their religion constitutes the core
of their moral identity.
Harris maintains that “human conflict is not always reducible to a lack of education, to
poverty or to political grievances”; this for him is “one of the many delusions of liberal
piety”. Many jihadists are quite well-educated 158 (see also endnote 2), and
apparently the human mind can easily be partitioned by faith. If one wants to uproot

the causes of human violence, one must uproot the false certainties of religion.
These are often quite extreme, both in mainstream Christianity 159 and mainstream
Islam 160, and presumably in most other religions as well. Some Christian websites,
like “Rapture Ready” 161, even sound as if the people behind them are certifiably
insane.
However,
“Religion is only area of our discourse in which people are systematically protected from the demand
to give evidence in defense of their strongly held beliefs. The endgame for civilization cannot be
mutual tolerance of patent irrationality. While all parties to liberal religious discourse have agreed to
tread lightly over those points where their worldviews would otherwise collide, these very points
remain perpetual sources of conflict for their coreligionists. Political correctness, therefore, does not
offer an enduring basis for human cooperation.”

From the argument presented so far, it should be clear that the war on terror is
largely a religious war, whereby fundamentalist Muslims are making a holy war
(jihad) to a large extent directed against fundamentalist US Christians that still live,
as Harris suggested, in the Iron Age, but unfortunately have 21st century armaments.
It remains to be analyzed who has started this war; the attack on the World Trade
Center should not necessarily be considered the start of this war. Of course, there
are many other factors involved, apart from religious ones (vestiges of colonialism,
capitalist exploitation of the Third World, etc.).
However, especially in Europe, the war on terror has reduced much of the goodwill
the US had acquired, having “saved” Europe in two World Wars
4. EUROPE VS. AMERICA: WHO SHOULD, CAN, AND WILL TAKE THE LEAD IN
THE WAR ON TERROR?
Up till now, the US has been clearly leading the war on terror, and has determined
that and how it should be waged - and understandably so, in view of its military
might, and in view of the attack on the WTC. Recently, however, the power
equilibrium in the Western world is changing, as argued in three fascinating books,
recently reviewed by Tony Judt in the New York Review of Books 162 and quoted at
length in the following:
“To a growing number of Europeans, however, it is America that is in trouble and the "American way of
life" that cannot be sustained. The American pursuit of wealth, size, and abundance —as material
surrogates for happiness —is aesthetically unpleasing and ecologically catastrophic. The American
economy is built on sand (or, more precisely, other people's money). For many Americans the promise
of a better future is a fading hope. Contemporary mass culture in the US is squalid and meretricious.
No wonder so many Americans turn to the church for solace.”

It is not anymore generally assumed that Europe and America are converging upon
a single model of late capitalism. The US has a number of peculiarities that are
relatively absent so far in Europe, and would make Europe better able to lead the
world into an anyhow uncertain future:
1) we have dealt already with the nation’s marked religiosity, which apparently does
not prepare people for life in a complex and globalized world
2) selective prurience, especially on TV 163

3) affection for guns and prisons: the European Union has 87 prisoners per 100.000
population, the US has 685
4) the US still embraces the death penalty in most states, whereas its abolition is a
condition for EU membership, and it executes prisoners on a scale matched only in
China, Iran, Saudi Arabia and the Congo. 164
5) Americans work harder than Europeans 165; one in three even works more than 50
hours per week
6) The US is an excellent place to be rich (see endnote 85) and has become
enormously richer in the last quarter century: in 1980 the average CEO earned 40
times the salary of the average manufacturing employee, now that is 475 times!
7) A privileged minority has access to the best medical treatment, but 45 million
Americans are completely without health insurance; South Africa and the USA are
the only two developed countries without universal medical coverage, and while the
WHO mentions that the US is number one in health spending per capita, it is
considered 37th in the quality of its service.
8) As a consequence Americans live shorter than Europeans; the US ranks 26th qua
infant mortality, its rate double that of Sweden. While the US spends 15% of its GDP
on health care, Sweden spends only 8%. The same picture emerges when one
compares educational spending in the US and Europe: the US spends much more on
education, has the best universities in the world, but gets worse results.
9) While Americans work more hours, GDP per hour of work in Europe is
approaching US levels, or even surpassing them 166
10) Among other things as a result of waging wars, the US now has a foreign debt of
3.3 trillion dollars, or 28% of GDP. Europe invests nearly 40% more in the US than
the US does in Europe
11) Social security in the broadest sense is much better in Europe, including parental
leave in case of childbirth. Norway’s minister for children and family is quoted:
"Americans like to talk about family values. We have decided to do more than talk;
we use our tax revenues to pay for family values."
12) In the US today the richest 1 percent holds 38 percent of the wealth and they are
redistributing it ever more to their advantage. Meanwhile one American adult in five is
in poverty—compared with one in fifteen in Italy.
So far the essentials from the reviews of Rifkin and Reid. The third author discussed
in Judt’s review, Timothy Garton Ash, roughly agrees with this diagnosis, but adds a
few other points:
13) “As an international citizen the US is irresponsibly delinquent. In 2003 the EU
spent 36,5 billion on development aid, the US about one third of that amount, nearly
80% of which has to be spent on American goods an services.” 167 Moreover, the US
does not pay its fair contribution to the UN. 168
14) The US, with 5% of the world’s population, is responsible for 25% of greenhouse
gas output.
15) Ash clearly does not like president Bush: “But on the insouciant indifference of
the present incumbent of the White House he is utterly unforgiving: ‘It was said of
ancient Rome that the emperor Nero fiddled while the city burned. In the new Rome,
the president fiddled while the Earth burned.’ " However, Ash is hardly more positive
about Blair: “a political tactician with a lucrative little sideline in made-to-measure
moralizing.”
16) Insofar as international opposition to different treaties is concerned, the US
tends to find itself in bad company:

a) the 1997 international treaty to ban landmines was accepted in the UN by a vote of
142-0, with the US, Russia and a few other countries abstaining;
b) The US and Somalia are the only two states which have not ratified the 1989
Convention on Children’s Rights.
c) The US is opposed to the international biological weapons convention – together
with countries like China, Russia, India, Pakistan, Cuba and Iran.
d) The US supported a measure introduced by Iran denying two gay rights groups a
voice at the United Nations, together with Cuba, Sudan and Zimbabwe, nations the
State Department has cited in annual reports for their harsh treatment of
homosexuals. 169
17) Ash notes that American-style belligerent patriotism is rare in contemporary
Europe, perhaps because it “experienced the twentieth century to a degree
unmatched anywhere else” 170, whereas the US did not.
18) Corruption surely exists everywhere, but some countries are more corrupt than
others. Since president Bush was elected, the number of lobbyists has more than
doubled: there are now 65 lobbyists for every member of Congress, spending nearly
200 million dollars per month on wining, dining and seducing federal officials. 171
Judt ends by stating: “As things now stand, boundary-breaking and communitymaking is something that Europeans are doing better than anyone else. The United
States, trapped once again in what Tocqueville called its "perpetual utterance of selfapplause," isn't even trying.”
The conclusion of his review of these three books (see endnote 93) is that Europe
may be better equipped to deal with the problems that are caused by the war on
terror than the US. 172
Some other publications add strength to this conclusion:
The National Vanguard, otherwise a nasty white supremacist and anti-Semitic
journal, quotes from the above-mentioned European dream and other sources:173
19) The US ranks 49th in the world in literacy, and 28th out of 40 in mathematical
literacy (New York Times, December 12, 2004).
20) 20% of Americans think the sun orbits the earth, , and 17% believe the earth
revolves around the sun once a day (The Week, Jan. 7, 2005).
21) The European Union leads the U.S. in “...the number of science and engineering
graduates; public research and development (R&D) expenditures; and new capital
raised…. Europe surpassed the United States in the mid-1990s as the largest
producer of scientific literature" (The European Dream, p.70). Nevertheless,
Congress cut funds to the National Science Foundation. The agency will issue 1,000
fewer research grants this year (NYT, Dec. 21, 2004).
22) Lack of health insurance coverage causes 18,000 unnecessary American deaths
a year, six times the number of people killed on 9/11.) (NYT, Jan. 12, 2005.)
23) "U.S. childhood poverty now ranks 22nd, or second to last, among the developed
nations. Only Mexico scores lower" (The European Dream, p.81).
24) The harsh conclusion of the Vanguard: The USA is “number one” in nothing but
weaponry, consumer spending, debt, and delusion.
Add to all this that the US has managed to make itself highly unpopular, already for a
long time in the third world, including its own hemisphere, and now especially in the
Muslim world and even in Europe. Different reasons are given for this:

- David Callahan argues that cheating has come to be rewarded as a result of
America’s brutally competitive climate, and has permeated the culture. 174
- Allan Uthman 175 presents the top ten signs of the impending police state, and
includes here the relatively unknown presidential signing statements. 176
- Austin Cline 177 argues that the warrantless wiretapping proposed by attorney
general Gonzalez can easily lead to a dictatorship. “
- A recently pensioned Supreme Court judge, Sandra Day O’Çonnor, also feels the
US “risks edging near to a dictatorship” 178 if the party's rightwingers continue to
attack the judiciary.
- Andrew Kohut, 179 former head of the Gallup organization, and presently director of
the Pew Center for the People and the Press, reports that a recent (i.e. 2003) Pew
survey found that “majorities in seven of eight Muslim countries think that the United
States might threaten their country militarily”. He added: “Last year we had loathing
of the United States, this year we have fear and loathing.”
- Bob Herbert 180 argues that the present government instills fear in Americans in
order to be better able to manipulate them. Quote: “If voters can be kept frightened
enough of terrorism, they might even overlook the monumental incompetence of one
of the worst administrations the nation has ever known.”
5. SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS:
If one is looking for a suitable symbol to depict both sides of the war on terror, one
may take the two presidents on both sides: Bush and Ahmadinejad. Amazingly, they
are far from being each other's opposites as one would have expected at first sight;
on the contrary, they are very much like one another, and in that sense one cannot
help wondering what the conflict is all about. It is deplorable that this seemingly
rational and rationalized world of ours has regressed this far that two religious
fanatics have managed to become presidents of their countries, and that they both
espouse completely crazy millennial ideologies: Bush waiting for the Rapture and
Admadinejad for the return of the hidden imam.
If you feel I am exaggerating, just type "rapture"181 in Google, and look especially at
the Rapture Index. 182 And as to the return of the hidden imam, apart from a historical
explanation183, the author Timothy Garton Ash has an interesting article on modern
Iranian youth, entitled "Soldiers of the hidden imam". 184
This paper has largely concentrated on the negative aspects of the US – especially in
comparison to Europe - and those of its president and its government. That is not to
deny that the US has its good sides, and Europe its bad ones. The recent French
and Dutch "no" votes against the European Constitution are an embarrassment , and
the widespread European resistance against the admission of Turkey is likewise
something to be ashamed of, also because here is a Muslim country with a strictly
secular constitution, where at least the generals outrank the mullahs.
While there is a tendency nowadays to criticize Islam - in view of its positions re
democracy, emancipation of women, homosexuality, etc. – we hope to have
demonstrated that the convictions of fundamentalist US Christians are at least as
primitive and mediaeval. The losing battle of religion against the advances of science
has caused Creationism 185 to be slowly replaced by the absurd theory of "intelligent

design" 186 as the fundamentalist answer to Darwinian evolution theory. 187 However,
in present-day post-authoritarian culture, many "infidels" and even modern Christians
do not have any objections to evolution theory, and realize that God is a projection of
man, rather than the other way round, and that this projection has changed from a
stern, authoritarian father to a democratic friend and adviser with the transition from a
pre-WW2 authoritarian male-dominated culture 188 to a relatively more femaledominated and egalitarian one.
If only for the practical purpose of taking some religious steam out of the war on
terror, mainstream religions should stress the relativity of their convictions 189, in
order not to aid in promoting fundamentalism. The growing environmental complexity
of our present multi-group society produces anxiety, if not fear, and demands high
tolerance of ambiguity, typically lacking in monotheistic religions, esp. their
fundamentalist offshoots.
For those needing a religion, we plead here for at least a modernized 190, "systemsinspired religion".191 Based on, for example, the ten commandments 192 one could
compare these with similar logical and acceptable prescriptions for decent human
interaction in other religions and perhaps arrive at a sort of "religious UN charter".
Such a charter would probably be more humanistic than religious – and probably
would end up like a UN Declaration of Human Rights, without the absurd and nonfalsifiable propositions that characterize so many religions. As long as the war on
terror will continue, it should at least be bluntly admitted that it is a war about power,
money, land, minerals, etc. that has nothing to do with religion. As Freud described
in The Future of an Illusion, there obviously is no answer fulfilling the needs for
transcendence of those longing to somehow transcend the limitations of their
individual life. The French poet Jacques Prévert agreed in a witty little poem 193. Even
for suicide terrorists - or suicide tourists 194 for that matter! – there are no answers to
satisfy the apparently inborn need for transcendence. Transcendence can only be
satisfied in the here and now. As William Blake said: "Eternity is in a grain of sand"
195
, not in an imaginary hereafter.
Chris Hardwick, "Both a grain of sand and eternity ", The Guardian, Saturday November 6, 2004
http://www.guardian.co.uk/religion/Story/0,2763,1345004,00.html
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The European Dream: How Europe's Vision of the Future Is Quietly Eclipsing the American Dream, by
Jeremy Rifkin, Tarcher/Penguin, 434 pp., $25.95
Free World: America, Europe, and the Surprising Future of the West, by Timothy Garton Ash, Random
House, 286 pp. $24.95
163

Judt mentions the informal and often formal code: no bare beasts on TV, but malfunctioning
penises are perfectly alright.
164

Timothy Bancroft-Hinchey: “Death warrants – Saddam 148, Bush 152”, Pravda, April 19, 2006.
http://english.pravda.ru/opinion/columnists/19-04-2006/79363-deathwarrant-0. Bush signed more
death warrants than Saddam, and more than any state governor in the history of the US.
165

According to the OECD a typical employed American put in 1,877 hours in 2000, compared to
1,562 for his or her French counterpart. Holidays are far more generous in Europe: 30 days paid leave
in Sweden, 23 days in the UK
166

Productivity per hour of work in Italy, Austria, and Denmark is similar to that of the United States;
but the US is now distinctly outperformed in this key measure by Ireland, the Netherlands, Norway,
Belgium, Luxembourg, Germany, ...and France. See Andrew Sharpe, Appendix Table 2, "Output per
House Levels in the OECD Countries Relative to the United States" for 2003; Centre for the Study of
Living Standards, International Productivity Monitor, No. 9 (Fall 2004), at www.csls.ca/ipm/9/sharpetables.pdf

167

Ash does of course make quite a few reservations about this very black and white picture, and
mentions in his review many of the contemporary drawbacks of Europe.
168

US vs. Total Debt to the UN: 2005
http://www.globalpolicy.org/finance/tables/core/un-us-05.htm
169

Warren Hoge, "Rights Groups Fault U.S. Vote In U.N. on Gays", See New York Times, Jan. 27,
2006.
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/01/27/international/middleeast/27nations.html
170

Judt mentions “invasion, occupation, civil war, anarchy, massacres, genocide, and the descent into
barbarism”. American losses in World War Two, in both the “Pacific theatre” and the “European
theatre” amounted to some 300.000 dead - 292.131 to be precise, see
http://www.cwc.lsu.edu/other/stats/warcost.htm - while Russian losses (Red Army plus civilians) are
estimated at 20-27 million, with the Wikipedia mentioning 23,2 million for the Soviet Union.
<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_World_War_II_casualties_by_country>
171

See Bill Moyers (yes, THE Bill Moyers!), "A Culture of corruption - Let's Save Our Democracy by
Getting Money Out of Politics", The Washington Spectator, April 1, 2006,
http://www.washingtonspectator.com/articles/20060401cleanmoney_1.cfm
172

Stephen Kinzer, “U.S. history lesson: stop meddling - In the last 100 years, the U.S. has ousted
the governments of at least 14 countries and forcibly intervened in dozens of others -- to what end?”,
Los Angeles Times, May 13, 2006
http://www.latimes.com/news/printedition/opinion/la-oe-kinzer13may13,1,1703136.story
“The CIA placed Mohammed Reza Pahlavi back on the Peacock Throne. His repressive rule led, 25
years later, to the Islamic Revolution. That revolution brought to power a clique of bitterly anti-Western
mullahs who have spent the decades since working intensely, and sometimes violently, to undermine
U.S. interests around the world.”
173

Michael Ventura, “America by the numbers”, National Vanguard, May 24, 2006,
http://www.nationalvanguard.org/story.php?id=9066 . The full article is available at City Pages,
Minneapolis, Volume 26 - Issue 1264, and quotes CNN: "The leading cause of death of pregnant
women in this country is murder" (CNN, Dec. 14, 2004) and the New York Times: "Women are 70
percent more likely to die in childbirth in America than in Europe" (NYT, Jan. 12, 2005). See
http://www.citypages.com/databank/26/1264/article12985.asp
174

David Callahan, The Cheating Culture: Why More Americans Are Doing Wrong to Get Ahead,
Harcourt 2004
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0151010188/002-4951938-9234420, and also:
http://atheism.about.com/b/a/252150.htm
175

Allan Uthman, “Top 10 Signs of the Impending U.S. Police State”, AlterNet, May 26, 2006
http://www.alternet.org/story/36553/
The presidential signing statements – which he adds often before signing a bill – nullify the bill
concerned. For example, if torture is forbidden, the signing statement can read that under certain
circumstances, the president can allow torture. Bush has issued over 700 such signing statements,
and thus nevewr needed to veto a bill.
176

“Examples of the president's signing statements”, The Boston Globe, April 30, 2006
http://www.boston.com/news/nation/articles/2006/04/30/examples_of_the_presidents_signing_statem
ents/
177

Austin Cline, “George W. Bush's Republican Dictatorship: Another Step Forward”
http://atheism.about.com/b/a/257374.htm
Quote: “It’s Republican officials and lawyers who are arguing that the president’s constitutional
authority as commander-in-chief of the armed forces is effectively the same as the Weimar
Constitution's Article 48, which gave the German President dictatorial powers.”

178

Julian Borger in Washington, “Former top judge says US risks edging near to dictatorship Sandra Day O'Connor warns of rightwing attacks”, The Guardian, March 13, 2006
http://www.guardian.co.uk/usa/story/0,,1729396,00.html
179

Bernard Gwertzman, "Kohut: Fear and loathing of the US” , Council on Foreign Relations, June
18, 2003
http://www.cfr.org/publication/6061/kohut.html
180

Bob Herbert, “America the Fearful”, the New York Times, May 15, 2006, reprinted in The
Progressive American,.
Quote: “This is a road map to totalitarianism. Hallmarks of totalitarian regimes have always included
an excessive reliance on secrecy, the deliberate stoking of fear in the general population, a preference
for military rather than diplomatic solutions in foreign policy, the promotion of blind patriotism, the
denial of human rights, the curtailment of the rule of law, hostility to a free press and the systematic
invasion of the privacy of ordinary people.”
http://64.226.238.78/PA/bh/bh204.shtml
181

See "Rapture", Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rapture, a somewhat messy entry in the
usually good Wikipedia, and a much better "The Rapture" in Catholic Answers,
http://www.catholic.com/library/Rapture.asp
182

"The Rapture Index", www.raptureready.com/rap2.html demonstrates the madness of the concept.

183

John W. Swails, "Ahmadinejad Awaits the Hidden Imam", The American Thinker, January 25th,
2006, http://www.americanthinker.com/articles.php?article_id=5188> See also: Iran Press Service,
"Iran Government Urging The Hidden Imam To Help", October 21, 2005,
http://www.iran-press-service.com/ips/articles-2005/october-2005/jamkaran_211005.shtml

184

Timothy Garton Ash, "Soldiers of the Hidden Imam", The New York Review of Books, vol. 52,
number 17, November 3, 2005. See http://www.nybooks.com/articles/18390
185

The website http://atheism.about.com/library/glossary/evolution/bldef_creationism.htm gives the
following definition of creationism (also called creation science): Creationism is the religious doctrine,
opposed to naturalistic evolution, that life on this planet was created by a special, unique act of God.
Creationism goes beyond this traditional religious belief, however, in asserting that this belief can be
proven empirically and scientifically. Unfortunately for creationists, science only deal with natural
events which are repeatable, not supernatural events which never repeat - thus, by definition,
creationism can never be scientific. It must always remain a pseudoscience, based more upon faith
than upon actual evidence or internal logic.
186

See http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Intelligent_design which states: Intelligent Design (sometimes
abbreviated ID) is the controversial assertion that certain features of the universe and of living things
exhibit the characteristics of a product resulting from an intelligent cause or agent, as opposed to an
unguided process such as natural selection.
Adherents of Intelligent Design have claimed that it stands on equal footing with, or is superior to,
current scientific theories regarding the origin of life and the origin of the universe. [1] This claim has
not been accepted by the scientific community, who argue that Intelligent Design is not a scientific
theory but creationist pseudoscience or junk science.[2] Critics have accused Intelligent Design
proponents of trying to find gaps within current evolutionary theory only to fill with speculative beliefs,
and that Intelligent Design in this context may ultimately amount to the "God of the gaps" [3].
The National Academy of Sciences has said that Intelligent Design "and other claims of supernatural
intervention in the origin of life" are not science because their claims cannot be tested by experiment
and propose no new hypotheses of their own. [4] Proponents of Intelligent Design make the claim that
there is a systemic bias within the scientific community against proponents' ideas and research,
because of the naturalistic assumption that science can or should only make reference to natural
causes. Critics have called this argument polemical, as Intelligent Design, in its opposition to what it
terms "methodological naturalism" is at odds with current scientific philosophy and methodology.
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This proves they have not understood the variation-selection-stabilization sequence inherent in
evolution theory, which has weeded out any potentially stupid designs, but obviously could not work
within the extremely short 6000 years since creation they believe in. Evolution theory is rejected not so
much because it is considered incorrect, but because natural selection presupposes a purely
materialistic universe goes against Christian values which are felt threatened, and would presumably
remove any inhibitions against immoral behavior. See also Elia Leibowitz, The Absurdity of intelligent
design, Ha'aretz, Sept. 20, 2005, http://www.haaretz.com/hasen/spages/626277.html
188

It is interesting to speculate that the great number of fatherless children after WW2 – especially in
Germany with its percentage-wise heavy male losses - contributed to the more matriarchal turn
Western culture has taken especially since the late 1960s when these children started making their
imprint on Western culture, in Woodstock, Paris and elsewhere: "I've seen God, and she was black".
The German psychoanalyst Alexander Mitscherlich has documented this trend for Germany
(Mitscherlich, Alexander, Society Without a Father:A contribution to social psychology, Harper
Perennial, 1963).
189

Austin Cline: "GOD.com: A Deity for the New Millennium, by John A. Henderson" (book review)
<http://atheism.about.com/od/bookreviews/fr/GodCom.htm> and:
John A. Henderson, GOD.com: A Deity for the New Millennium, Parkway
http://www.amazon.co.uk/exec/obidos/ASIN/0805954481/026-5591904-0007620
190

John A. Henderson, GOD.com: A Deity for the New Millennium, Parkway
http://www.amazon.co.uk/exec/obidos/ASIN/0805954481/026-5591904-0007620
See also the book review: Austin Cline: "GOD.com: A Deity for the New Millennium, by John A.
Henderson"
http://atheism.about.com/od/bookreviews/fr/GodCom.htm
191

It should primarily stress interaction and interrelationship over hierarchy: i.e. no God on top,
conceptualized as the absolute, male ruler, but rather as a thermostat safeguarding an ultimate earthly
equilibrium. It should stress the here and now, and act strongly against otherworldly escapism toward
the imaginary future of an afterlife.
192

Mel Brooks, in the movie "The meaning of life" has Moses walking down from Mt. Sinai, carrying
three heavy stone tablets, numbered 1-5, 6-10 and 11-15. When he stumbles and drops one tablet
which falls to smithereens, he mumbles : Well, ten left".
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To them, I can only offer Jacques Prévert's little poem:
"Il y a des gens qui dansent sans entrer en transe
et il y en a d'autres qui entrent en transe sans danser.
Ce phénomène s'appelle la Transcendance
et dans nos régions il est fort apprécié."
Transl.: "There are people who dance without entering trance, and there are others who enter trance
without dancing. This phenomenon is called transcendence, and in our regions it is very much
appreciated." (Jacques Prévert, Spectacle, Librairie Gallimard, 1949). See also:
http://atheisme.free.fr/Biographies/Prevert.htm
And as to indeed transcending the limitations of one's individual life, Prevert certainly thought religion
was not the best way: ""La meilleure façon de ne pas avancer est de suivre une idée fixe." (Transl.
The best way not to advance is to follow an idée fixe). (Jacques Prévert / 1900-1977).
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"Suicide tourism websites shut down", USA Today, November 4, 2005
http://www.usatoday.com/travel/news/2005-11-04-suicide-tourism_x.htm
195

"To see a world in a grain of sand
And a heaven in a wild flower,
Hold infinity in the palm of your hand
And eternity in an hour."
(William Blake)
http://en.wikiquote.org/wiki/William_Blake

Plus as an encore, an interesting article about Kierkegaard, which Google coughed up next apart
from the Blake references:
Chris Hardwick, "Both a grain of sand and eternity ", The Guardian, Saturday November 6, 2004
http://www.guardian.co.uk/religion/Story/0,2763,1345004,00.html

