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SAN FRANCISCO - A coal miner's daughter fighting to 
end a destructive form of mining and two Aboriginal 
elders working to block the construction of a nuclear 
waste dump in Australia were among seven winners 
of a top environmental prize awarded yesterday. 
 
Other winners of this year's $125,000 Goldman 
Environmental Prize include a Nigerian activist who won 
protections for his country's last remaining rain forests and 
a Peruvian woman who led a campaign to clean up Peru's 
fishmeal industry. 

"This year's winners have looked beyond themselves, 
often risking freedom or safety, to inspire their 
communities for environmental protections," said Richard 
Goldman, the award's founder.  

The Goldman prize, awarded annually to grass -roots 
activists from six regions across the globe, is often termed 
the Nobel prize of the environmental movement. Each 
regional winner, or group, is awarded $125,000.  

This year's winner from North America was Julia Bonds. 
The West Virginia woman has campaigned to stop 
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mountaintop removal mining in Appalachia, a practice that 
involves blasting off the tops of mountains so machines 
can mine thin seams of coal.  

Bonds, 51, a coal miner's daughter and the director of 
Coal River Mountain Watch, is the target of routine threats 
as she fights against a form of mining blamed for 
destroying the environment and forcing the evacuation of 
entire towns.  

"Julia is lifting up a region of the U.S. often forgotten by 
the rest of the country," said Carolyn Johnson, staff 
director of the Citizens Coal Council.  

AUSTRALIAN ABORIGINE WINNERS  

Australian Aborigines Eileen Kampakuta Brown and 
Eileen Wani Wingfield won for leading a campaign to 
block construction of a nuclear waste dump in their South 
Australian desert homeland.  

The pair who are both in their seventies, traveled 
thousand of miles (kilometers), visited Parliament House 
and wrote to government officials to protest the proposed 
dump.  

"We're worrying for the country and we're worrying for our 
kids," wrote the elders in a letter of opposition to the site. 
"We say NO radioactive waste dump in our ngura - in our 
country." The two women will split the $125,000 prize.  

The African winner this year is Odigha Odigha, 46, who 
has helped limit industrial logging in the Cross River State 
in southeastern Nigeria. These are the country's last 
remaining rain forests and home to 2,400 native forest 
communities.  

He was also instrumental in creating a statewide logging 
moratorium and has educated hundreds of communities 
on sustainable forestry practices.  
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"Poverty can lead to environmental destruction," Odigha 
said. "Likewise a degraded environment can aggravate 
poverty."  

The winner from Asia was the Philippines Von Hernandez, 
36, an activist who organized campaigns against waste 
incinerators, which release cancer-causing dioxins into the 
air. His efforts led the Philippines to institute the world's 
first nationwide ban on waste incinerators.  

Peru's Maria Elena Foronda Farro, a 44-year-old 
sociologist, won for her efforts in forging partnerships 
between community groups, fish meal producers and the 
government to institute sustainable practices for fish meal 
production.  

Europe's winner was Pedro Arrojo-Agudo of Spain, an 
economics professor who was the principal architect 
behind the campaign to stop his country's National 
Hydrological Plan from damming and rerouting the 
country's last remaining free-flowing rivers.  
 
Story by Michael Kahn 
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Alternatively, why not check out our news archive on 
an issue by issue basis? Select a topic from the list 
below to learn everything you need to know about the 
topics contained within this search engine. 
 

  

Acid rain
Air pollution
Asbestos
Animal rights
Biodiversity
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